Infection control in Mississippi dental practices: a comparison of Mississippi Dental Association members and non-members.
In conclusion, the results of the survey were reassuring in many ways. The data indicate that the dental profession in Mississippi seems to have taken advantage of continuing education opportunities, paid increased attention to infection control, and in general, were using appropriate techniques before the OSHA mandate of 1992. Furthermore, members of the MDA not only demonstrated a greater understanding of infections diseases, but were also 20 percent more likely to report behavior known to reduce the risk of cross infection. It will be important to continue to identify the "gaps" and provide information, additional training, and encouragement to the dental profession and to dental auxiliaries to improve infection control procedures where improvement appears to be needed.